
Grade 3 Grading Benchmarks- English Language Arts 

 
Reading 

 

1) Reads at grade level 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

1st 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level J 

or below. 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level K 

or L. 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level M. 

Students has achieved 

reading success at Level N 

or above. 

2nd 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level K 

or below. 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level L. 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level M 

or N. 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level O 

or above. 

3rd 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level L 

or below. 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level M. 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level N 

or O. 

Student has achieved 

reading success at Level P 

or above. 

 

 

2) Describes the literal meaning and non-literal meaning of words and phrases in a text 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Unable to determine the 

meaning of unknown 

words, multiple meaning 

words, figurative language, 

and content area 

vocabulary based on 

context. 

Requires support or 

sometimes about to 

determine the meaning of 

unknown words, multiple 

meaning words, figurative 

language, and content 

area vocabulary based on 

context. 

Independently able to 

determine the meaning of 

unknown words, multiple 

meaning words, figurative 

language, and content 

area vocabulary based on 

context. 

Independently and 

consistently able to 

determine the meaning of 

unknown words, multiple 

meaning words, figurative 

language, and content 

area vocabulary based on 

context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3) Reads with fluency (accuracy, rate, expression) 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

 Lack of fluent reading is 

evident. 

 Reading of leveled texts 

is very choppy and slow. 

 Student attends to some 

spaces between words 

or ending punctuation. 

 Reading is somewhat 

fluent. 

 Student reads either 

very slowly or very 

quickly. 

 Reading is choppy some 

of the time. 

 Student may 

inaccurately phrase 

words. 

 Student attends to some 

ending punctuation. 

 Student uses very little to 

no expression matched 

to meaning. 

 Student demonstrates 

fluent reading. 

 Student reads 

accurately. 

 Student uses phrasing to 

read longer sentences. 

 Student attends to some 

internal punctuation at 

most ending 

punctuation. 

 Expression is matched to 

the text. 

Consistently and 

independently: 

 Student demonstrates 

fluent reading of above-

level text. 

 Reading is fluid and 

accurate. 

 Student attends to and 

uses phrasing to read 

longer and more 

complex sentences. 

 Student attends to 

internal ending 

punctuation. 

 Expression supports 

understanding. 

 

4) Asks and answers questions by referring to the text. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

1 

Student is unable to or 

rarely asks and answers 

questions (who, what, 

where, why and how) 

about the text. 

Student sometimes asks 

and answers questions 

(who, what. Where, why 

and how) about the text. 

Student able to ask and 

answer questions (who, 

what, where, why and how) 

about the text. 

 Independently and 

consistently able to ask 

and answer questions 

(who, what, where, why 

and how) about the 

text. 

 Student is independently 

able to refer to specific 

evidence within the text 

as the basis for answers. 



2-3 

 Student is unable to or 

rarely asks and answers 

questions (who, what, 

where, why and how) 

about the text. 

 Student is unable to 

refer to specific 

evidence within the text 

as the basis for answers. 

 Student sometimes asks 

and answers questions 

(who, what, where, why 

and how) about the 

text. 

 Student can sometimes 

able to refer to specific 

evidence within the text 

as the basis for answers. 

 Student can ask and 

answer questions (who, 

what, where, why and 

how) about the text. 

 Student is able to refer 

to specific evidence 

within the text as the 

basis for answers. 

 Independently and 

consistently able to ask 

and answer questions 

(who, what, where, why 

and how) about the 

text. 

 Student is consistently 

and independently able 

to refer to more than 

one specific part of the 

text as the basis for 

answers. 

 

5) Determines main idea or central message and recounts key and supporting details. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

1st – 2nd 

In a non-fiction text: 

 Student is unable to or 

rarely able to determine 

the main idea of a text, 

identify details and how 

they support the main 

idea. 

In a fiction text: 

 Unable to or rarely able 

to identify themes and 

explain how the 

theme/central message, 

lesson or moral is 

revealed through key 

details in the text. 

In a non-fiction text: 

 Student sometimes able 

to determine the main 

idea of a text, identify 

details and how they 

support the main idea. 

In a fiction text: 

 Sometimes able to 

identify themes and 

explain how the 

theme/central message, 

lesson or moral is 

revealed through key 

details in the text. 

 

In a non-fiction text: 

 Student is independently 

able to determine the 

main idea of a text, 

identify details and how 

they support the main 

idea. 

In a fiction text: 

 Able to identify themes 

and explain how the 

theme/central message, 

lesson or moral is 

revealed through key 

details in the text. 

In a non-fiction text: 

 Student is independently 

and consistently able to 

determine the main 

idea of a text, identify 

details and how they 

support the main idea. 

In a fiction text: 

 Independently and 

consistently able to 

identify themes and 

explain how the 

theme/central message, 

lesson or moral is 

revealed through key 

details in the text. 



3rd 

In a non-fiction text: 

 Unable or rarely able to 

determine the main 

idea of a text, identify 

details and how they 

support the main idea. 

In a fiction text: 

 Unable or rarely able to 

identify themes and give 

sufficient evidence from 

the text to support 

identified theme/central 

message, lesson or 

moral. 

In a non-fiction text: 

 Sometimes able to 

determine the main 

idea of a text, identify 

details and how they 

support the main idea. 

In a fiction text: 

 Sometimes able to 

identify themes and give 

sufficient evidence from 

the text to support 

identified theme/central 

message, lesson or 

moral. 

In a non-fiction text: 

 Independently able to 

determine the main 

idea of a text, identify 

details and how they 

support the main idea. 

In a fiction text: 

 Independently able to 

identify themes and give 

sufficient evidence from 

the text to support 

identified theme/central 

message, lesson or 

moral. 

In a non-fiction text: 

 Consistently able to 

determine the main 

idea of an above grade 

level text, identify 

several key details and 

how they support the 

main idea, and 

summarize the key 

points of a text. 

In a fiction text: 

 In above grade level 

texts, independently 

and consistently able to 

identify themes, provide 

sufficient text evidence 

to support and explain 

how the theme/central 

message, lesson or 

moral relates to current 

events. 

 

 

7) Describes character traits, motivations, or feelings. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

1st 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify in a story: a 

character’s traits, thoughts, 

feelings and motivations. 

Student can sometimes 

identify in a story: a 

character’s traits, thoughts, 

feelings and motivations. 

Student is able to identify in 

a story: a character’s traits, 

thoughts, feelings and 

motivations. 

Student is independently 

and consistently able to 

identify in a story: a 

character’s traits, thoughts, 

feelings and motivations 

and describe how these all 

contribute to the sequence 

of events of the text. 

2nd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify in a story: a 

character’s traits, thoughts, 

feelings and motivations, 

Student can sometimes 

identify in a story: a 

character’s traits, thoughts, 

feelings and motivations, 

Student is able to identify in 

a story: a character’s traits, 

thoughts, feelings and 

motivations, and explain 

 Student is independently 

and consistently able to 

identify in a story: a 

character’s traits, 



and explain how all these 

contribute to the sequence 

of events in the text. 

and explain how all these 

contribute to the sequence 

of events in the text. 

how all these contribute to 

the sequence of events in 

the text. 

thoughts, feelings and 

motivations, and explain 

how all these contribute 

to the sequence of 

events in the text. 

 Student extends 

understanding by 

providing vivid and in-

depth descriptions as to 

how these elements 

contribute to the overall 

text. 

3rd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify in a story: 

multiple characters and 

their traits, thoughts, 

feelings and motivations, 

and explain how all these 

contribute to the sequence 

of events in the text. 

Student is sometimes able 

to identify in a story: 

multiple characters and 

their traits, thoughts, 

feelings and motivations, 

and explain how all these 

contribute to the sequence 

of events in the text. 

Student is able to identify in 

a story: multiple characters 

and their traits, thoughts, 

feelings and motivations, 

and explain how all these 

contribute to the sequence 

of events in the text. 

 Student is independently 

and consistently able to 

identify in a story: 

multiple characters and 

their traits, thoughts, 

feelings and 

motivations, and explain 

how all these contribute 

to the sequence of 

events in the text. 

 Student extends 

understanding by 

providing vivid and in-

depth descriptions as to 

how these characters 

affect each other and 

contribute to the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8) Compares and contrasts themes, settings, and plots of stories. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd-3rd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to compare, contrast, 

and reflect on themes, 

characters, settings, and 

plots of stories written by the 

same author or similar 

genres. 

Student can sometimes 

compare, contrast, and 

reflect on themes, 

characters, settings, and 

plots of stories written by the 

same author or similar 

genres. 

Student independently 

compares, contrasts, and 

reflects on themes, 

characters, settings, and 

plots of stories written by the 

same author or similar 

genres.  

Student independently and 

consistently makes in-depth 

and reflective comparisons 

on themes, characters, 

settings, and plots of stories 

written by the same author 

or similar genres. 

 

 

9) Uses text features and search tools to location information. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student is unable to or 

rarely able to 

independently use text 

features and search tools to 

efficiently locate 

information that is relevant 

to a given topic. 

Student can sometimes use 

text features and search 

tools to efficiently locate 

information that is relevant 

to a given topic. 

Student can independently 

use text features and 

search tools to efficiently 

locate information that is 

relevant to a given topic. 

Independently and 

consistently able to use text 

features and search tools to 

efficiently location 

information and enhance 

understanding of a given 

topic. 

 

 

10) Demonstrates stamina during independent reading. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

1st 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to sustain attention for 

15 minutes. 

Student is approaching 

reading stamina of 15 

minutes. 

Student consistently sustains 

attention during 

independent reading for 15 

minutes. 

Student consistently sustains 

attention during 

independent reading for 20 

minutes or more. 

2nd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to sustain attention for 

20 minutes. 

Student is approaching 

reading stamina of 20 

minutes. 

Student consistently sustains 

attention during 

independent reading for 20 

minutes. 

Student consistently sustains 

attention during 

independent reading for 25 

minutes or more. 



3rd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to sustain attention for 

25 minutes. 

Student is approaching 

reading stamina of 25 

minutes. 

Student consistently sustains 

attention during 

independent reading for 25 

minutes. 

Student consistently sustains 

attention during 

independent reading for 30 

minutes or more. 

 

11) Written responses include supportive evidence from the text. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student’s written response 

reflects little understanding 

of the text read and 

contains little text evidence. 

Student’s written response 

reflects a literal 

understanding of the text 

read, supported by some 

text evidence. 

Student’s written response 

reflects literal and inferential 

understanding of the text 

read, with text evidence. 

Student’s written response 

consistently reflects an 

interpretive, deeper 

meaning of the text read, 

supported by text 

evidence. 

 

 

Writing 
 

1) Collects, organizes, and develops ideas following the structure of the genre. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

 Student does not use an 

organizational pattern 

or format relevant to the 

units of study. 

 Student does not 

generate or rarely 

generates, supports, or 

elaborates on ideas for 

writing from personal 

experience, 

informational text, or 

imagined experiences. 

 Beginnings and endings 

are either not evident or 

very weak. 

 Few ideas are in logical 

 Student uses some 

organizational patterns 

and formats relevant to 

the units of study. 

 Student uses some 

support and elaborates 

on ideas for writing from 

personal experience, 

informational text, or 

imagined experiences. 

 Student uses a brief 

beginning or ending. 

 Some ideas are in 

logical order. 

 Student uses some 

complete sentences. 

 Student uses 

organizational patterns 

relevant to the units of 

study. 

 Student generates, 

supports, and 

elaborates on ideas for 

writing from personal 

experience, 

informational text, or 

imagined experiences. 

 Student uses a relevant 

beginning, middle, and 

conclusion. 

 Ideas are organized in 

logical order. 

 Student chooses and 

uses varied 

organizational patterns 

and formats that are 

well-suited to the units of 

study. 

 Student uses an 

engaging introduction, 

body or middle, and 

conclusion. 

 Ideas are organized in 

logical order. 

 Student uses complete 

simple, compound, and 

complex sentences. 

 Sentences are 



order. 

 Students uses a few 

complete sentences. 

 Student uses few 

compound or complex 

sentences. 

 Student uses complete, 

simple, and compound 

sentences. 

 Sentences are 

organized into well-

ordered paragraphs. 

 Student uses some 

transition words to 

connect idea.  

organized into well-

ordered paragraphs 

and sections. 

 Student uses strong 

transition words to 

connect sentences and 

paragraphs. 

 

2) Elaborates by using details and descriptions 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

 Student uses simple, 

below-grade-level 

vocabulary. 

 Student repeats words. 

 Student’s writing reveals 

little expression, support, 

or elaboration and little 

of the writer’s feelings 

and voice, as taught in 

the units of study for 

each. 

 Student uses some 

grade-level vocabulary. 

 Student’s writing reveals 

some expression, 

support, and 

elaboration, as well as 

some of the writer’s 

feelings and voice.  

 Student uses some 

words that give details 

and are appropriate to 

the topic and genre, as 

taught in the units of 

study for each. 

 Student uses grade-level 

vocabulary that gives 

details and descriptions 

and that is appropriate 

to the topic and genre. 

 Students use words that 

are specific, interesting, 

and vivid. 

 Student’s writing is 

expressive, supportive, 

and elaborative and 

reveals the writer’s 

feelings, personality, 

and interests, as taught 

in the units of study for 

each.  

 Student uses interesting 

and sophisticated, 

above-grade-level 

vocabulary. 

 Student chooses words 

and phrases that are 

specific, interesting, and 

vivid. 

 Student uses figurative 

language, expression, 

support, and 

elaboration.  

 The feeling, personality, 

and interests of the 

writer are revealed and 

contribute to the 

uniqueness of the 

writing, as taught in the 

units of study for each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3) Demonstrates stamina during independent writing 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

1st 

Student is unable to write 

independently for 15 

minutes. 

Student is approaching 

independent writing 

stamina of 15 minutes. 

Student can consistently 

write independently for 15 

minutes. 

Student consistently writes 

independently for 20 

minutes or more. 

2nd 

Student is unable to write 

independently for 20 

minutes. 

Student is approaching 

independent writing 

stamina of 20 minutes. 

Student can consistently 

write independently for 20 

minutes. 

Student consistently writes 

independently for 25 

minutes or more. 

3rd 

Student is unable to write 

independently for 25 

minutes. 

Student is approaching 

independent writing 

stamina of 25 minutes. 

Student can consistently 

write independently for 25 

minutes. 

Student consistently writes 

independently for 30 

minutes or more. 

 

4) Uses the writing process to revise, edit, and publish writing. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student rarely rereads or 

revises writing. 

 Student sometimes 

reread and revises part 

of writing. 

 Student may add or 

delete a few words to 

support meaning o part 

of writing. 

 Student requires teacher 

and/or support. 

 Student rereads whole 

text and parts of text for 

revision. 

 Student analyzes writing 

and adds, deletes, 

moves, and substitutes 

words to support 

meaning and 

organization. 

 Student moves 

sentences to support 

organization, as taught 

in teacher-modeled-

lesson. 

 Student rereads and 

revises whole text and 

parts of text periodically 

during and after 

drafting. 

 Student evaluates 

writing and rearranges 

and substitutes words, 

phrases, and sentences 

to enhance meaning 

and organization. 

 Student independently 

explains how revision 

improves writing. 

  
 

 

 

 

 



5) Applies rules of grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

1st 

Student rarely applies 

correct grade-level 

grammar usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(simple, compound, and 

complex sentences). 

 Commas before 

conjunctions in 

compound sentences. 

 Capitalization (proper 

nouns/adjectives, 

official titles, family 

members). 

 Pronoun usage (relative 

pronouns). 

 Quotation marks 

(dialogue). 

 Form and use 

prepositional phrases.  

Student is beginning to 

apply correct grade-level 

grammar usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(simple, compound, and 

complex sentences). 

 Commas before 

conjunctions in 

compound sentences. 

 Capitalization (proper 

nouns/adjectives, official 

titles, family members). 

 Pronoun usage (relative 

pronouns). 

 Quotation marks 

(dialogue). 

 Form and use 

prepositional phrases. 

Student applies correct 

grade-level grammar 

usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(simple, compound, 

and complex 

sentences). 

 Commas before 

conjunctions in 

compound sentences. 

 Capitalization (proper 

nouns/adjectives, 

official titles, family 

members). 

 Pronoun usage (relative 

pronouns). 

 Quotation marks 

(dialogue). 

Form and use prepositional 

phrases. 

Student consistently applies 

above-grade-level 

grammar, usage, and 

mechanics skills 

independently. 



2nd  

Student rarely applies 

correct grade-level 

grammar usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(combined/uncombine

d sentences, 

sequencing for clarity, 

prepositional phrases). 

 New paragraphs 

(dialogue, setting, 

separate topics, topic 

changes). 

 Capitalization (titles, 

pronoun “I”, proper 

nouns and adjectives, 

first word in direct 

quote). 

 Quotation marks (quotes 

from text). 

 Precise word choice. 

Student is beginning to 

apply correct grade-level 

grammar usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(combined/uncombine

d sentences, 

sequencing for clarity, 

prepositional phrases). 

 New paragraphs 

(dialogue, setting, 

separate topics, topic 

changes). 

 Capitalization (titles, 

pronoun “I”, proper 

nouns and adjectives, 

first word in direct 

quote). 

 Quotation marks (quotes 

from text). 

 Precise word choice. 

Student applies correct 

grade-level grammar 

usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(combined/uncombine

d sentences, 

sequencing for clarity, 

prepositional phrases). 

 New paragraphs 

(dialogue, setting, 

separate topics, topic 

changes). 

 Capitalization (titles, 

pronoun “I”, proper 

nouns and adjectives, 

first word in direct 

quote). 

 Quotation marks 

(quotes from text). 

 Precise word choice. 

Student consistently applies 

above-grade-level 

grammar, usage, and 

mechanics skills 

independently. 



3rd  

Student rarely applies 

correct grade-level 

grammar usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(dashes/colons, 

elaboration, 

punctuation for effect). 

 New paragraphs 

(speaker changes). 

 Quotation marks (direct 

quote). 

 Parts of speech 

(subject/object 

pronouns, adverbs, verb 

tenses). 

Student is beginning to 

apply correct grade-level 

grammar usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(dashes/colons, 

elaboration, 

punctuation for effect). 

 New paragraphs 

(speaker changes). 

 Quotation marks (direct 

quote). 

 Parts of speech 

(subject/object 

pronouns, adverbs, verb 

tenses). 

Student applies correct 

grade-level grammar 

usage, including: 

 Sentence structure 

(dashes/colons, 

elaboration, 

punctuation for effect). 

 New paragraphs 

(speaker changes). 

 Quotation marks (direct 

quote). 

 Parts of speech 

(subject/object 

pronouns, adverbs, 

verb tenses). 

Student consistently applies 

above-grade-level 

grammar, usage, and 

mechanics skills 

independently. 

 

6) Applies spelling and word study patterns to daily work. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

 Student rarely uses 

reference materials as 

needed to support 

correct spelling in 

written work. 

 Student rarely applies 

patterns and 

generalizations to spell 

words correctly. 

 Student rarely uses the 

word wall as a tool to 

apply correct spelling to 

his/her work. 

 Student is beginning to 

use reference materials 

as needed to support 

correct spelling in 

written work. 

 Student is beginning to 

apply patterns and 

generalizations to spell 

words correctly. 

 Student is beginning to 

use the word wall as a 

tool to apply correct 

spelling to his/her work.  

 Student uses reference 

materials as needed to 

support correct spelling 

in written work. 

 Student applies patterns 

and generalizations to 

spell words correctly. 

 Student uses the word 

wall as a tool to apply 

correct spelling to 

his/her work. 

Student consistently applies 

patterns and 

generalizations above 

grade level to spell words 

correctly in written work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7) Applies handwriting skills to write legibly. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 
Student does not write or 

rarely writes legibly. 

Student sometimes writes 

legibly.  

Student usually writes 

legibly. 

Student consistently writes 

legibly. 

 

Listening and Speaking 
 

1) Expresses ideas clearly and effectively and builds on ideas of others 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

 Student rarely uses 

grade-appropriate 

academic vocabulary. 

 Student rarely uses 

grade-appropriate 

conventions of standard 

English grammar and 

usage. 

 Student rarely makes 

effective choices about 

language and sentence 

structure for meaning 

and style. 

 Student rarely adds on 

to another’s 

thought/opinion. 

 Student occasionally 

uses grade-appropriate 

academic vocabulary. 

 Student occasionally 

uses grade-level 

appropriate 

conventions of standard 

English grammar and 

usage. 

 Student occasionally 

makes effective choices 

about language and 

sentence structure for 

meaning and style. 

 Student occasionally 

adds on to another’s 

thought/opinion. 

 Student consistently uses 

grade-appropriate 

academic vocabulary. 

 Student consistently uses 

grade-appropriate 

conventions of standard 

English grammar and 

usage. 

 Student consistently 

makes effective choices 

about language and 

sentence structure for 

meaning and style. 

 Student consistently 

adds on to another’s 

thought/opinion. 

Student has achieved 

grade level expectations, 

determines the meaning or 

words and phrases, and 

understands the nuances of 

words encountered through 

conversations, reading, and 

media use. 

 

2) Participates in group discussion actively and appropriately 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

 Student rarely engages 

in group discussions. 

 Student rarely stays on 

 Student occasionally 

engages in group 

discussions. 

 Student consistently 

engages in group 

discussions. 

 Student consistently 

engages and extends in 

group discussions. 



topic by linking his/her 

own additions to the 

conversation to the 

previous remarks of 

others. 

 Student rarely asks for 

clarification and further 

explanation as needed. 

 Student rarely extends 

his/her ideas and 

understanding in light of 

discussion. 

 Student occasionally 

stays on topic by linking 

his/her own additions to 

the conversation to the 

previous remarks of 

others. 

 Student occasionally 

asks for clarification and 

further explanations as 

needed. 

 Student occasionally 

extends his or her ideas 

and understanding in 

light of the discussion. 

 Student consistently 

stays on topic by linking 

his/her own additions to 

the conversation to the 

previous remarks of 

others. 

 Student consistently asks 

for clarification and 

further explanation as 

needed. 

 Student consistently 

extends his/her ideas 

and understanding in 

light of the discussion. 

 Student consistently 

stays on topic by linking 

his/her own additions to 

the conversation to the 

previous remarks of 

others. 

 Students consistently 

asks for clarification and 

further explanation as 

needed. 

 Student consistently 

extends his/her ideas 

and understanding in 

light of discussion. 

 Student consistently 

acknowledges new 

information provided by 

others and incorporates 

it into his/her own 

thinking as appropriate. 

 

3) Demonstrates listening skills for information and understanding 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

 Student can rarely 

report on a topic. 

 Student rarely recounts 

stories or experience 

with appropriate facts 

and descriptive details. 

 Student rarely 

ask/answers questions 

about presentation, 

offering appropriate 

details. 

 Student can 

occasionally report on a 

topic. 

 Student occasionally 

recounts stories or 

experiences with 

appropriate facts and 

descriptive details. 

 Student occasionally 

asks/answers questions 

about presentations, 

offering appropriate 

details. 

 Student can report on a 

topic. 

 Student recounts stories 

or experiences with 

appropriate facts and 

descriptive details. 

 Student asks/answers 

questions about 

presentations, offering 

appropriate details. 

 Student can report on 

events, topics, or text in 

an organized manner. 

 Student can pose and 

respond to questions, as 

well as build on the 

ideas of previous 

speakers. 

 Student can 

acknowledge new 

information provided by 

others and incorporate it 

into his/her own thinking 

as appropriate. 



Grade 3 Grading Benchmarks- Mathematics 

 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking: 
 

1. Demonstrates fluency and accuracy with multiplication and division facts. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

1st 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to recall multiplication 

facts for 1 through 6 with 

speed and accuracy. 

 

Student can sometimes 

recall multiplication facts 

for 1 through 6 with speed 

and accuracy. 

<50 in 4 minutes 

Student can independently 

recall facts for 1 through 6 

with speed and accuracy. 

50 in 4 minutes 

Students can consistently 

recall multiplication facts 

past 1 through 6 with speed 

and accuracy  

>50 in 4 minutes  

2nd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to recall multiplication 

and division facts for 1 

through 9 with speed and 

accuracy. 

 

Student is sometimes able 

to recall multiplication and 

division facts for 1 through 9 

with speed and accuracy. 

<50 in 4 minutes 

 

Student can independently 

recall multiplication and 

division facts for 1 through 9 

with speed and accuracy. 

50 in 4 minutes 

Student can consistently 

recall multiplication and 

division facts for 1 through 9 

with speed and accuracy. 

>50 in 4 minutes 

3rd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to mentally calculate 

products of digit numbers 

and multiples of 10, 100, 

1000. 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to mentally calculate 

whole-number quotients 

with divisors of 10 or 100. 

Student can sometimes 

mentally calculate 

products of 1-digit numbers 

and multiples of 10, 100, 

1000. 

Student can sometimes 

mentally calculate whole-

number quotients with 

divisors of 10 or 100. 

Student can mentally 

calculate products of 1-

digit numbers and multiples 

of 10, 100, and 1,000. 

Students can mentally 

calculate whole-number 

quotients with divisors of 10 

or 100. 

Students can consistently 

and independently 

mentally calculate 

products of 1-digit numbers 

and multiplies of 10, 100, 

1,000. 

Students can consistently 

and independently 

mentally calculate whole-

number quotients with 

divisors of 10 or 100. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Represents and solves problems using multiplication and division. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd 

Student is rarely able to 

identify appropriate 

operations and 

mathematically compute 

correct answer. 

Student sometimes 

identifies appropriate 

operations and 

mathematically 

computes the correct 

answer. 

 

Student interprets products of 

whole numbers. 

e.g Interpret 5 x 7 as the total 

number of objects in 5 groups of 

7 objects each. For example, 

describe a context in which a 

total number of objects can be 

expressed as 5 x 7. 

Student consistently and 

independently multiplies or 

divides to solve word 

problems involving 

multiplicative comparison 

and solve multistep word 

problems involving 

multiplication and division. 

3rd 

Student is rarely able to 

identify appropriate 

operations and 

mathematically compute 

the correct answer. 

Student is progressing 

toward identifying 

appropriate operations 

and mathematically 

computes the correct 

answer. 

 Student interprets whole-

number quotients of whole 

numbers. 

 Use multiplication and 

division within 100 to solve 

word problems in situations 

involving equal groups, 

arrays, and measurement 

qualities (using drawings and 

equations with a symbol for 

the unknown number to 

represent the problem.) 

 Determine the unknown 

whole number in a 

multiplication or division 

equation relating three 

whole numbers. (determine 

the unknown number that 

makes the equation true in 

each of the equations 8 x ? = 

48; 5 = ? / 3; 6 x 6 = ?) 

Students consistently and 

independently accurately 

solve multi-step word 

problems involving 

multiplication and division. 

 

Student consistently and 

independently assesses the 

reasonableness of answers 

using mental computation 

and estimate strategies 

including rounding. 

 

 

 

3. Solve word problems using the four operations 

 

Trimester 1 2 3 4 



(grade level standard) 

1st 

Student can rarely solve 2-

step addition and 

subtraction word problems 

using models and equations 

for guidance. 

Student can sometimes 

solve 2-step addition and 

subtraction word problems 

using models and/or 

equations. 

Student is able to solve 2-

step addition and 

subtraction word problems 

using models and/or 

equations.  

Students can consistently 

and independently solve 

multi-step addition and 

subtraction word problems 

using models and/or 

equations. 

2nd - 3rd 

Student can rarely solve 2-

step word problems 

involving all four operations 

using models and/or 

equations with guidance. 

Student can sometimes 

solve 2-step word problems 

involving the four 

operations using models 

and/or equations. 

Student is able to solve 2-

step word problems 

involving the four 

operations using models 

and/or equations. 

Student can consistently 

and independently solve 

multi-step word problems 

involving the four 

operations using models 

and/or equations. 

 

4. Applies properties of operations as strategies to multiply and divide (commutative, associative, and distributive). 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd-3rd 

Student is rarely or is unable 

to apply the commutative, 

associate, and distributive 

properties to solve 

multiplication and division 

problems. 

Student sometimes able to 

apply the commutative, 

associate, and distributive 

properties to solve 

multiplication and division 

problems. 

 

Student can independently 

apply the commutative, 

associate, and distributive 

properties to solve 

multiplication and division 

problems. 

Student independently and 

consistently applies the 

commutative, associate, 

and distributive properties 

to solve multiplication and 

division problems; can 

identify an understanding 

of why these properties are 

applicable within 

multiplication and division 

problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Numbers and Operations in Base-Ten: 

 

5. Fluently adds and subtracts within 1000 using place value strategies 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student is unable to or 

rarely able to fluently add 

and subtract within 1,000 

using strategies of place 

value. 

Student is sometimes 

able to fluently add and 

subtract within 1,000 

using strategies of place 

value. 

Student is able to 

fluently add and 

subtract within 1,000 

using strategies of place 

value. 

Student is consistently and 

independently able to 

fluently add within 1,000 

using strategies of place 

value. 

 

Student is able to extend 

knowledge of place value 

to accurately add and 

subtract within 10,000 and 

explain reasoning. 

 

6. Uses place value to round whole numbers to the nearest tens and hundreds. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student rarely or is unable 

to apply place value to 

round whole numbers to 

the nearest tens or 

hundreds. 

Student can sometimes 

apply place value to 

round whole numbers to 

the nearest tens and 

hundreds. 

Student can apply 

place value to round 

whole numbers to the 

nearest tens or hundreds 

consistently. 

Student is consistently and 

independently able to 

round whole numbers to 

the nearest tens or 

hundreds. 

 

Student is able to extend 

knowledge of place value 

to round numbers to the 

nearest thousand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Numbers and Operations- Fractions 

 

7. Demonstrates an understanding of fractions as numbers on a number line. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd 

Student is rarely able to 

understand fractions as 

numbers within interval 0 

through 1. 

 

Student is beginning to 

understand a fraction as a 

number on the number line; 

represent fractions on a 

number line diagram. 

 

Student understands a 

fraction as a number on the 

number line; represent 

fractions on a number line 

diagram. 

 

Student can represent a 

fraction on a number line 

by defining interval from 0 

to 1.  

Student consistently and 

independently understands 

a fraction as a number on 

the number line; represents 

fractions on a number line 

diagram. 

 

Can extend knowledge of 

fraction as numbers on a 

number line by defining 

fractions in intervals >1. 

3rd 

Student is rarely able to 

understand fractions as 

numbers past 1. 

Student is beginning to 

understand a fraction as a 

number on the number line; 

can sometimes represents 

fraction on a number line 

past 1.  

Student understands a 

fraction as a number on the 

number line; represent 

fractions on a number line 

diagram. 

 

Student can represent a 

fraction on a number line 

past an interval 1. 

 

Student can consistently 

and independently explains 

where fractions are located 

on the number line past an 

interval of 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Understand the part-whole relationship of fractions. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd – 3rd  

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify the 

numerator and 

denominator. 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

unable to label and identify 

fractions as equal shares or 

equal parts of a whole, 

using various contexts and 

models.  

 

Student can sometimes 

identify the numerator and 

denominator of a fraction. 

 

Student can sometimes or 

with teacher support label 

and identify fractions as 

equal shares or equal parts 

of a whole, using various 

contexts and models.  

Student can identify the 

numerator and 

denominator of a fraction. 

 

Student can label and 

identify fractions as equal 

shares or equal parts of a 

whole, using various 

contexts and models. 

(i.e circles, squares, 

rectangles, fraction bars, 

and number lines). 

Student can extend 

understanding of part-

whole relationship of 

fractions by creating their 

own models that represent 

equal parts of a whole. 

 

9. Explains and compares fractions and their equivalents. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd – 3rd  

Student is unable or rarely 

able to compare fractions 

with the same numerators 

or same denominators. 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to compare fractions 

with different numerators 

and denominators by using 

visual models.   

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to recognize and 

generate equivalent 

fractions (i.e ½ = 2/4). 

 

Student can sometimes 

compare fractions with the 

same numerators or same 

denominators. 

 

Student can sometimes 

compare fractions with 

different numerators and 

denominators by using 

visual models with teacher 

support.  

 

Can sometimes recognize 

and generate equivalent 

fractions (i.e ½ = 2/4). 

 

Student can compare 

fractions with the same 

numerators or same 

denominators. 

 

Student can compare 

fractions with different 

numerators and 

denominators by using 

visual models. 

 

Recognize and generate 

equivalent fractions (i.e ½ = 

2/4). 

 

Student can independently 

and consistently compare 

fractions with different 

numerators and 

denominators without visual 

representations or when 

greater than one whole or 

different than required in 

third grade. 

 

 



Measurement and Data: 

 

10. Represents and interprets data using graphs and line plots 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd - 3rd 

Student is unable or rarely 

unable to generate and 

interpret data on line plots, 

picture graphs, and bar 

graphs. 

Student can sometimes 

generate and interpret 

data on line plots, picture 

graphs, and bar graphs.  

Student can generate and 

interpret data on line plots, 

picture graphs and bar 

graphs accurately.   

 

Student can consistently 

and independent interpret 

data on a bar graph or line 

plot. 

 

Students can extend 

knowledge by creating 

own bar graph or line plot 

representation for collected 

data.  

 

11. Solves problems involving time. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

3rd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to tell and write time 

to the nearest minute and 

solve word problems that 

measure time intervals in 

minutes. 

Student is sometimes able 

to tell and write time to the 

nearest minute and solve 

word problems that 

measure time intervals in 

minutes.  

Student can independently 

tell and write time to the 

nearest minute and solve 

word problems that 

measure time intervals in 

minutes.   

 

Student is independently 

and consistently able to tell 

and write time to the 

nearest minute and solve 

word problems that 

measure time intervals in 

minutes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. Solves problems using measurement and estimation. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

3rd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to measure and 

estimate liquid volumes and 

masses of objects using 

standard units of grams (g), 

kilograms (kg), and liter (l) 

and solve one-step word 

problems involving volume 

and mass given in the same 

units. 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify whole 

numbers, halves, and 

quarters on a ruler and 

measure objects to the 

nearest halves and fourths 

of an inch. 

Student can sometimes 

measure and estimate 

liquid volumes and masses 

of objects using standard 

units of grams (g), kilograms 

(kg), and liter (l) and solve 

one-step word problems 

involving volume and mass 

given in the same units. 

 

Student can sometimes 

identify whole numbers, 

halves, and quarters on a 

ruler and measure objects 

to the nearest halves and 

fourths of an inch. 

 

Student can independently 

measure and estimate 

liquid volumes and masses 

of objects using standard 

units of grams (g), kilograms 

(kg), and liter (l) and solve 

one-step word problems 

involving volume and mass 

given in the same units. 

 

Student can identify whole 

numbers, halves, and 

quarters on a ruler and 

measure objects to the 

nearest halves and fourths 

of an inch. 

Student can independently 

and consistently measure 

and estimate liquid volumes 

and masses of objects using 

standard units of grams (g), 

kilograms (kg), and liter (l) 

and solve one-step word 

problems involving volume 

and mass given in the same 

units. 

 

Student can consistently 

identify whole numbers, 

halves, and quarters on a 

ruler and measure objects 

to the nearest halves and 

fourths of an inch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. Understands concept of area and perimeter 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to count unit squares 

and relate the tiled area to 

multiplication and elate 

perimeter to addition by 

adding all the sides. 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

about to decompose 

shapes into rectangles to 

find the area. 

 

Student can sometimes 

count unit squares and 

relate the tiled area to 

multiplication and elate 

perimeter to addition by 

adding all the sides. 

 

Student can sometimes 

decompose shapes into 

rectangles to find the area. 

.  

Student can independently 

count unit squares and 

relate the tiled area to 

multiplication and relate 

perimeter to addition by 

adding all the sides. 

 

Student can independently 

decompose shapes into 

rectangles to find the area. 

Student can consistently 

and independently count 

unit squares and relate the 

tiled area to multiplication 

and relate perimeter to 

addition by adding all the 

sides. 

 

Student can consistently 

and independently 

decompose shapes into 

rectangles to find the area 

in more than one way. 

 

Student is able to extend 

knowledge to solving real-

world problems. 

3rd 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to solve real world 

problems involving 

perimeter and area of 

polygons. 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to find the perimeter 

of regular polygons given 

side lengths. 

 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to identify rectangles 

that have equal perimeters 

and differing areas, as well 

as rectangles with equal 

areas and differing 

perimeters. 

Student can sometimes 

solve real world problems 

involving perimeter and 

area of polygons. 

 

Student can sometimes find 

the perimeter of regular 

polygons given side lengths. 

 

Student can sometimes 

identify rectangles that 

have equal perimeters and 

differing areas, as well as 

rectangles with equal areas 

and differing perimeters. 

Student can independently 

solve real world problems 

involving perimeter and 

area of polygons. 

 

Student can find the 

perimeter of regular 

polygons given side lengths. 

 

Student can identify 

rectangles that have equal 

perimeters and differing 

areas, as well as rectangles 

with equal areas and 

differing perimeters. 

Student is able to 

consistently and 

independently solve multi-

step word problems 

involving area and 

perimeter polygons 

 

Students can consistently 

find the perimeter of 

irregular polygons given 

side lengths and find the 

length of multiple unknown 

sides of a polygon. 



Geometry: 

 

14. Categorize shapes by their attributes. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

2nd - 3rd 

Unable or rarely able to 

demonstrate understanding 

that shapes have different 

categories and shared 

attributes. 

 

Unable or rarely able to 

recognize different 

examples of quadrilaterals 

and draw examples that do 

not belong in other 

subcategories. 

Can sometimes 

demonstrate understanding 

that shapes have different 

categories and shared 

attributes. 

 

Can sometimes recognize 

different examples of 

quadrilaterals and draw 

examples that do not 

belong in other 

subcategories. 

Independently can 

demonstrate understanding 

that shapes have different 

categories and shared 

attributes. 

 

Independently can 

recognize different 

examples of quadrilaterals 

and draw examples that do 

not belong in other 

subcategories. 

 Student can consistently 

and independently 

understand that shapes 

have different categories 

and shared attributes. 

 

Student can extend 

knowledge by explaining 

the hierarchy of 

quadrilaterals. 

 

 

Mathematical Practices: 

 

15. Clearly expresses mathematical thinking in written and oral form. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student is unable or rarely 

able to: 

 Communicate 

mathematical thinking 

precisely and with 

accurate vocabulary. 

 Communicate logical 

arguments clearly in 

oral, written and or 

graphic form to show 

why a result makes 

sense.  

Student is sometimes able 

to: 

 Communicate 

mathematical thinking 

precisely and with 

accurate vocabulary. 

 Communicate logical 

arguments clearly in 

oral, written and or 

graphic form to show 

why a result makes 

sense. 

Student is able to: 

 Communicate 

mathematical thinking 

precisely and with 

accurate vocabulary. 

Communicate logical 

arguments clearly in 

oral, written and or 

graphic form to show 

why a result makes 

sense. 

Student is consistently and 

independently able to 

extend skills: 

 Communicate 

mathematical thinking 

precisely and with 

accurate vocabulary. 

 Communicate logical 

arguments clearly in oral, 

written and or graphic 

form to show why a result 

makes sense. 

 



Science 

 
1. Demonstrates an understanding of vocabulary and concepts. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student is rarely able to 

understand the vocabulary 

and concepts of the 

content present this 

trimester. 

Student can sometimes 

understand the vocabulary 

and concepts of the 

content present this 

trimester. 

Student is able to 

understand the 

vocabulary and 

concepts of the 

content present this 

trimester. 

Student is consistently able 

to extend understand the 

vocabulary and concepts of 

the content present this 

trimester. 

 

2. Applies knowledge to solve scientific investigations. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student is rarely able to use 

scientific process to 

conduct investigations and 

communicate observations 

 Student is beginning to 

learn through discovery. 

 Student sometimes uses 

scientific process to 

conduct investigations 

and communicate 

observations (e.g. 

observation checklists, 

lab sheets). 

 Student learns through 

discovery. 

 Student consistently 

uses scientific process 

to conduct 

investigations and 

communicate 

observations (e.g. 

observation checklists, 

lab sheets). 

Student consistently and 

independently extends 

scientific understanding to 

problem-solving situations 

and/or applications to real-

life situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Social Studies 

 
1. Demonstrates an understanding of vocabulary and concepts. 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student is rarely able to 

understand the vocabulary 

and concepts of the 

content present this 

trimester. 

Student can sometimes 

understand the vocabulary 

and concepts of the 

content present this 

trimester. 

Student is able to 

understand the 

vocabulary and 

concepts of the 

content present this 

trimester. 

Student is consistently able 

to extend understand the 

vocabulary and concepts of 

the content present this 

trimester. 

 

2. Applies knowledge to classroom discussions and activities 

 

Trimester 1 2 
3 

(grade level standard) 
4 

ALL 

Student rarely adds 

meaningful contributions to 

classroom discussions and 

activities. 

Student sometimes adds 

meaningful contributions to 

classroom discussion and 

activities. 

Student consistently 

adds meaningful 

contributions to 

classroom discussions 

and activities. 

Student consistently adds 

meaningful contributions to 

classroom discussions and 

activities; demonstrates 

higher-level thinking and/or 

application to other 

situations. 

 


